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The World Health Organization (WHO) 
launches the Special Programme on AIDS

The International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO) and 
the Global Network of People Living with HIV/AIDS are founded

The first therapy 
for AIDS

 - azidothymidine 
(AZT) -  is 

approved for 
use in the USA 

In 1991-1993, HIV 
prevalence in young 
pregnant women in 
Uganda begins to 

decrease, the first major 
downturn in a 

developing country

An HIV outbreak 
in Eastern Europe 

is detected 
(among injecting 

drug users) 

 Highly Active Antiretroviral 
Therapy (HAART) is 

discussed for the first time 

The first efficacy trial of a potential HIV vaccine 
in a developing country starts in Thailand 

In Africa, a 
heterosexual 

AIDS 
epidemic is 

revealed

The Human Immuno-
deficiency Virus (HIV) is 
identified as the cause of 

AIDS

Acquired Immuno- 
deficiency Syndrome 

(AIDS) is defined for the 
first time 

In the USA, the 
first HIV antibody 

test is approved by 
the Food and Drug 
Administration and 
HIV screening of 
blood donations 

starts

UNAIDS 
is created

Scientists develop 
the first treatment 
regimen to reduce
 mother-to-child 

transmission 

Brazil becomes the first 
developing country to 

provide antiretroviral therapy 
through its

 public health system

The UN Security Council 
discusses HIV/AIDS for 

the first time 

UN Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan maps a plan of action, 

and calls for the creation of a 
global fund on AIDS and health

Rock Hudson becomes 
the first public figure to 
disclose he has AIDS

At least one case of 
HIV/AIDS has been 

reported from each region 
of the world 

The first cases of unusual 
immune deficiency are 

identified among
 gay men in the USA

20 years of HIV/AIDS 

June 2001


